Dear A than, 2/w/GA 

Do not feel that you need reply when I oend you southing, unless you want to 
ask or any something. 

lour lotter of tho eighthreminds me of two who should be excel.ent sources on 
the early Hoover. One is Mike Fooner, ono of two clerks fired, as I recall, because 
thoy thought a union a good thing. If my recollection is morrect, tho other was 
named Vaisberg fcjde but was no relative. Back in the 30s Mike and hiu wife and my 
wife and I met for Bupper occasionally. After that I loot track of him. Then I saw 
(enclosed ) that he is a criminologist, which should make it easy to locate him. 

The other is A1 Bernstein, who worked under Max Lowenthal as a Senate investigator 
and was his research assistant on '‘ax's book on the FHL. The Washington phone book 
ban no listing I can identify as him. He usod to live on River Road at about 47 or 
46 and L arl, of Woodward and Bernstein, is his son. If he is still alive Carl nh 
can bo reached, I believe, at AflC-TV Hews, 1717 ^eSalea St., I1W, Washington 20036. 

If I didn't mention it earlier, the early Hoover Jjuilt himself a power base 
in the so-called patriotic socle ten, which were merely urfltra-reactionary groups 8 
Some of his articles may be in the records I've deposited at niv. Winconsin, 

Stevens Point. Dave Wroue can toll you. One was called the Coalition of Patriotic 
Scoieties. 

I don't Icjo.. if it >iill ever be possible to really understand that man, he 
was that strange. You'll probably come as close as anyone else. 

In time I’ll be reviewing the separate files I'Ve made of his annotations and 
a file I call "control," which is tlie name of the FJU'e game. If I see anything 
in them when I do I'll send you copies. 

I an reminded of something you nay want to reeall. Perhaps more than anything 
else Hoover was sensitive to criticism of the FBI. I've hxh never known of such 
over-re notions a a his. Of oil the possible and justified major criticisms of the 
FBI tho Warren Commission could have made, *t made an innignificont one. His reaction 
was to leak what could damage, the Comniosion - without realizing that it also tended 
to damage the FBI 'a solution to that assassination. Hoover leaked that there had 
been two other rifles in the building from which sup x>aedly all the shots came. 

likewise, for all the serious defioienoea of FBI personnel in tliat investigation, 
he fixed on the essentially irrelevant or for many the entirely unjustified and 
disciplined a number of SAs. Many for not having Oswald indexed as a sxx dangerous 
subversive when in fact Oswald did not meet the criteria. I have thoso records if 
you decide you need thorn. That is, those disclosed. Yet when Oswaldim loft a 
threatening lotter at the Dallas FBI before the assassination and on the SAC's 
orders the case agent, Hosty, destroyed it after the assassination (while the FBI 
wa3 insisting he'd never indicated any tendency towatd violence), Eouver and tho FBI 
did not inform the Commission and Hosty was not disciplined for that serious offense. 
At tho name time Hoover abruptly ended all relations, even training, with tlie 
police, from which he h-d forced a public apology for completely accurate infor ation 
it had disclosed. Again I have the records in a eo para to file. 

alert my lawyer, Jim -Monnr, and another lawywer who is involved in FOIA 
litigation, of your interest and I'll tell the lawyer how to got your book. Temple 
Univ. Press is at the old college. I was bore within walking distance of it and 
beginning when I was about 8 years old was allowed to walk to a public library near 
it to get books. 

Something else has just cone to mind and I'm not sure of it 3 accuracy, but I 
seam to recall that Senator Bert Wheeler had a feud with “oovor. Lowonthal and 
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uprked on Wheeler's railroad investigating comidttee Wui ny wile axao aiu;. xjuj oiu^ 
ono of the Wheelers I know well was a daughter. Prances, who married a friend, who 
remained friendly with the other Wheelers, through whom you aLght get some trace of 
any records. One of the eons went into radio broadcasting, perhaps also TV, in 
Arizona, taking this friend, 1 rana' a husband, withohim. Fran had died. This man is 
Allen Snyler who, when I last heard of him, was teaching school on in thitdc Phoenix. 
Bocausehof the "e" in the name he night bo easy to find in the phono book. Luke Wilson, 
9100 Wisconsin Ave. r detheada. hd. 20614 may have Allen's address and nay also be 
- able to help you in other ways, ^uke also was an investigator on our committee, despite 
being bom to wealth. His mother was a Lothrop of Woodward and iothrop, the famous 
Washington store, and his father made Us billing's Red Network because of his 
simple hunanitarianiem. Luke is a very** good person who will help you if he can, I 
am sure. 

done of the still-living lawyers and reporters uf that ora should be good sources. 
I.F. Stone went to Washington before World War II and was on the Washington staff 
of Bi» after bel:ig on the NX Post earlier. 4420 29th. 11W, D.C. He may be able to 
refer you to others. 

lours is a very important project. I believe it is not possible to exaggerate 
Hoover' » influence, rarely for good, a continuing influence. 

If Corlifla Lament is still alive, he might be helpful. 515 W 106, **ew fork 10025. 
He might know people, have or be able to direct you to old files. (Ho married the 
widow of another of our Senate investigators, Helen Lamb, who died some years ago.) 

If you don't have and want Lowenthal'a book, I have it. Also Noimon Eelestad’s 
and Sullivnn' s. I don't have Schott's, Ho Left Tsana . J oseph L.,4004 El Campo, 

Port Worth 76107. 

Oh, yea. Quin Shea once told me that the former managing editor of Cissy 
Patterson's Washington Tinee-Hemld, *rnr&: *ta (I can't remember Ms Inst name) 
was doing a trim me r bock. I've not heard of it. “e may have gotten too old or ill 
and his research, particularly docuB<?nt3, may be available if you try. Hoover often 
leaked to that paper, probably t. tough Nichols. As I recall, although very conservative, 
□ t ti n indicated Mo book would not be favorable. ^P.vahic must be well into hie 60s. ) 



Bent wishes. 



